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[note: this is a very basic overview of how to start a blog]

Planning Your Blog Concept

What are you going to blog about?  The first step is having 
something to say.  Blogging is about sharing, so be certain you 
want to “publish” your “content” to the world before you post 
that first article!  Once published, there's no taking it back.

You'll need time to compose your thoughts into short articles 
called, “posts”.  It's worth the extra effort to take a lot of 
pictures or create graphics, or even videos of your subject 
because you'll need those to be included in your posts.  If 
“Content is King” then pictures and video are the Queen.  Along 
with 'time' you'll need to have a regular place to actually sit 
down with your laptop, tablet or computer and work with the 
WordPress “content management system” to post articles to 
your blog.

What I do is take notes first.  I use that old-school thing called a 
notebook and scrawl little boxes and scribble notes about what 
I want to do with my blog.  That's how I develop the “purpose” 
of my blog.  I usually break things down into smaller segments 
to find my “niche”.  For example, Dogs.  Way too big of a subject. 
Small Dogs.  Still too big.  Small dogs in the Toy category.  Nope! 
Brachycephalic dog breeds in the Toy category.  Ok, that's good! 
It is important not to have too broad a subject, but not so niche 
that you can only write one article.  If you already have a subject 



that is a bit wide open, you can always have a lot of related 
articles about more specific related subjects.  

When you have a clear idea of the purpose of your blog you'll be 
ahead of the game because there are a lot of blogs out there 
with seemingly no purpose.   Now you need to decide on a 
Domain Name.  Most of the “good ones” are already taken, so 
don't be discouraged,there are plenty out there.  I suggest you 
pick one that uses keywords associated with your blog subject. 
For example,   BrachycephalicToyDogs.com

  
Setting up Hosting

Hosting is basically housing for your blog.  You'll need a safe 
place to shelter your new baby and a good hosting company will 
be there to keep your blog warm and secure.  The problem is 
that bad hosting companies make things difficult and 
problematic.  This is a very important step and you should 
consider hosting just as carefully as you would an auto 
mechanic or carpenter to fix your roof.  

In the interest of Full-Disclosure, this is where I get something for 
writing this little guide.  I'm a big fan of my hosting company, 
and I'm going to invite you to share in my happiness.

Click here to check out my Hosting Company

Yes, that is my Hosting company and yes, if you decide to purchase hosting from them 
using the link above, I'll get a little kick-back and you'll get the best hosting company 

I've ever worked with for less than $6 per month!  So use this URL please. 

Setting up hosting using BlueHost is easy!  Go to the link 
mentioned above and click the button that says, “Sign Up Now”. 
Then if you don't have a domain name already, enter the 
domain name you'd like to use to see if it is available and click 
“next”.  If it is available it's free with your new hosting!  If you 
already have a domain name, enter it in the second box and 

http://www.bluehost.com/track/erikblair


click “next”.  Next you'll enter all your contact information and 
select the hosting package (I usually purchase the 24 month 
package).  There are three small check boxes below the 
packages, I deselect those because you don't need them. In 
other words, turn off SiteLock, Site Backup & Domain Whois 
Privacy because they are paid services I personally don't 
recommend.  Then enter your billing information and click 
“next”.   Next you'll be prompted to “create your password”.

   Once that's done you can login to your new hosting account 
which is ready to use immediately.  Here's a tutorial video 
showing you the process: http://youtu.be/IfhqfCZqfA4  

Installing WordPress

This is the easy part!  Login to your new hosting control panel by 
clicking the button on the top right of the hosting website.  Your 
username is usually your Domain Name.  Once logged in you'll 
have a lot of icons associated with the many different services and 
features of your hosting account.  The third section down has 
WordPress icon, click that!  Since this is your first installation of 
wordpress the default directory that it wants to put your WP install 
into is blank and we are going to leave it there so that it installs at 
the top level of your domain name(1).  In other words, when 
someone types in your domain name they go to the WP Blog.

http://youtu.be/IfhqfCZqfA4


Example:  
   Default Directory: www.google.com   yes←
   New Directory: www.google.com/anotherdirectory   no ←
It's as easy as 1-2-3.  

When it is done installing, you must copy down the information on the next 
page (password, etc).  You can click on the link provided that says, 
“www.yourdomain.com/wp-admin/ you can now login to your new WP 
installation.  Be sure to copy your password first!
Lately, they have been offering some other features that are “security” 
related, I would uncheck those because you don't need them.  

http://www.yourdomain.com/wp-admin/
http://www.google.com/anotherdirectory
http://www.google.com/


You will also get an email containing your WP install information, 
username and password.  See Below:

Here is a video explaining the process: 
http://youtu.be/uqdWyVpR6HI

NOW YOU'RE ALMOST BLOGGING!

Basic WordPress Settings

There are a few things you should do with your new WP 
installation right away.  
1. Change your password!  Once you're logged into WP, click 
on the “users” menu on the left side of your WP Dashboard. 
Then click “your profile”.  At the bottom of this page you'll see 
where you can change your password.  Please make a note of 
your new password somewhere safe.  

2. Change your user name. You'll need to download and 
install a plugin called “Admin Renamer Extended”.  Go to 

http://youtu.be/uqdWyVpR6HI


“Plugins” on your WP dashboard, then “Add New”.  There you 
can type “admin renamer”  into the search box to find the 
plugin.  

Find “Admin Renamer Extended” which should be near the top 
of the list.

Click “install Now”.  After it installs, click “Activate Plugin”.   
Then go back to the WP dashboard menu under “Plugins” and you will 
see the new option, “Admin renamer extended”.  Click on that link to edit 
the settings.

Simply enter your name or a different name than “admin”.  I use 
“Director” for example.  Then go to your “users” section of the menu bar, 
and click on “all users”.  Find the new admin name you created and click 



“edit”.  Change that information to reflect your true information and this 
is a good time to change the password as well.  This simple task will help 
you avoid problems with hacking.  

3. Permalinks.  This is very important if you want to get organic traffic 
from search engines.  From the WordPress Admin Panel, go to the 
“Settings” tab on the left menu.  Then find the term “Permalinks”.  Open 
that link and you'll see the settings for your linking structure.  It's 
important to note that you can use any of these, but if you're not going to 
follow my recommendations, then you should leave it set to “Default”.
I recommend setting it to a “Custom” structure by putting in this term 
exactly, “/%postname%/” (without the quotations).  
That will link all your posts using the title keywords (which is ideal for 
SEO).

Finding Your Theme

Your theme is the way your blog looks.  It's optional to change from 
the the default theme, but you can find some good free and some 
great paid themes out there that will knock your socks off!  
Now go to your “Appearances” tab on the WP menu and click 
“Themes”.  



Then, at the top of the themes page you'll see two tabs, click on the 
“Install Theme” tab.   

This is where you'll have a chance to browse the various FREE themes 
available from the WordPress developer network.  At this point you can 
select any  of the themes and test them out.  You can also use the 
“Preview” link below each theme to view a sample, but the previews are 
almost always not exactly what you'll get once you install and activate 
your theme.    

If you click install, the theme will install but not activate till you 
click the activate link.   



Once you've decided on a theme you like (or you like the default theme), 
and you've activated that theme, then you're ready to post your first 
article.

Publishing Your First Post

Go to your WordPress Admin Panel.  On the left menu open the 
“Posts” tab and click on “Add New”.  

The “add New” post window will open...



You need to become familiar with this window, because it is 
where you will spend most of your time and produce all your 
content.  

Basically, it's as easy as 1-2-3.  

That's all folks....

Now you're blogging!  If you need more help there are several 
ways you can find more detailed information:

WordPress.org has a lot of highly useful information about how 
to blog using wordpress (of course).  

YouTube, the 2nd largest search engine, is a great source for 
how-to videos, just type in “WordPress” to find a bunch of great 
videos.

Need more help?  Contact me at: 
http://www.accidentalconsultant.com 

http://www.accidentalconsultant.com/

